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Even though both bikes have
fairings, there’s a big differ-
ence between Suzuki’'s GSX-
RIO00 and Harley-Davidson's
FLHX Street Glide. The GSX-R

is for traveling fast, while the FLHX is for traveling far.

Kevin Mullins ufll:himgu knows this :I-:rm:gh firsthand
experience. He began his riding career aboard a
fast 2004 GSX-R that was, by no means, a
stock ride, He'd stretched and lowered the
high-powered sportbike and chromed
just about everything he could. But
all it took was one ride aboard a
Strect Glide to make him
rethink his dedication
ki !iP[]-I.‘fI:I'EI-:L'ﬁ-.

“I knew the first
time I rode a Street
Glide that 1 had to have one,” Kevin says, He
shopped on eBay, finding a stock Denim
Blue 2007 FLHX that showed only 1500
miles on the clock. The machine was in
Louisville, Kentucky, so Kevin drove down

TECH SHEET

to trailer it home. He immediately commirted to keeping the
Street Glide as it was — until he rode it to Myrtle Beach Bike
Week. That single event proved fateful, because he saw cus-
tom baggers that made his stock machine pale in comparison.
“1 got home on a Sunday from Myrtle Beach and by
Monday afternoon I'd ordered eve r'rthmg [ wanted to make
the bike look cool,” Kevin explains. He started with wheels,
choosing five-spoke WanaRyd Adrenaline rims because he
believes the classic design will remain in style for quite some
time. The 267 front wheel and tire combo required changes to
the Harley's chassis, so Kevin took the Glide to local custom
bike shop Dave Dupor Custom Cycles I::DD{:E:I in
Lake Villa, Illinois, for the facelitt.
Dave cut the frame just behind the
steering head so he could grafra
Paul Yaffe 9-degree rake
kit into place. Using 9-
degree over stock HHI
eriple trees, Dave kicked
the total rake out to 44
degrees, adding 2”
extended 41mm
tubes to the fork.
Lower sliders are from the Harley-
Davidson catalog and the right-side
caliper has been deleted from the
equation. To slam the Glide as low as
it eould go ar standstill, yer still
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maintain a measure of suspension for a comfortable ride on
the road, Dave installed his Extreme air ride suspension kit
front and rear. “It's similar to the technology vou see in low-
rider cars,” Dave says. “In my kit, there’s one storage bortle,
one compressor, and one valve body. You can raise or lower
the bike in one to three seconds.” Usually, with just a com-
pressor operating an air ride suspension, it could rake as long
as 20 seconds to raise a bike so equipped.

A low-profile Vee Rubber tire made especially for the large
26" rim resides up front, while Kevin installed a Metzeler shoe
on the rear. The original Harley- Davidson pulley bolted to
the WanaRyd rear rim, but the brake was left stock. The front
binder is a JayBrake six-piston caliper acting on a WanaRyd
matching rotor.

With the frame modified and the wheels and tires in place,

A low-profile Vee Rubber tire

made especially for the large

26" rim resides up front
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Kevin brought the Harley home for addirional medifications,
enlisting the help of friend Jason Gibson ro conrinue the
build process. Their work agenda included trial-fitting the
]ﬂ]]g, low B'Cool front fender, which Kevin Vs he selected
because he liked that it was built to order by proprietor Randy
Briley at his shop in Ontario, Canada.

Kevin left the FLHXs inner and outer fairing stock, but he
added a Headwinds nacelle to direct the headlight beam
where it's supposed to shine: down the road. Sinister Indus-
rr:ifﬁu Ellpp]il:,‘d [h!:' h'l.'l'l'dlfb"l s, ﬂl'lll.'l I.'|!'.|t' L l‘rult' Are 2 mixture
of chromed Harley-Davidson switchgear and Battistini grips.
Tunes are piped from an Alpine stereo head and amp through
Hertz speakers.

On the dash, Kevin chose Nu Image instrument faces
before enlisting painter Andy Schottmiller of Cincinnati to
spray them with PPG's Synergy Green. When the paint dried,
Kevin sent the new faces and his original gauges to Nu
Image’s shop in Riverside, California, where green LED
lighting was added before reassembling the gauges with the
custom-painted faces for a trick touch.

The Glide's 5-gallon gas tank is stock with the exception of
the Bad Dad fiberglass stretched shrouds and Bad Dad low-
profile dash cover. The raked front end ereared a minor prob-
lem, though: it tilted the ignition switch back such thar it hit
the front of the cover. The remedy was to notch the dash so
that it cleared the switch. Other Bad Dad products in-
clude the 47 bag extensions and rear
fender covers that
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were notched and molded by painter Andy ro clear the Rine-
hart slip-on mufflers. The bags also have Battistini latches.
The saddle starred life as 2 Danny Gray component that was
designed for a stock gas tank. To fit the stretched tank. Kevin
had Spade Kreations in Cincinnari eut and reshape the seat
before stitching it in black leather with a carbon fiber partern.

After prepping i the Bad Dad pieces, Andy spray-painted
them and the Arlen Ness side covers with PPG Synergy
Green. “It's a long way from the stock denim, but I wanted the
bike to stand out, and 1 didn't want it to look like a stock
color,” Kevin says of his choice of paint. The frame wears irs
Etﬂfk bl";fL P'D“ d:_‘rﬁ:ﬂ L, I_'".lt K'l |.|:". 1]'..'|| ng |'|T1.':I:|T.|t‘ I'Iﬂ."l:]'.. :'ll:'ld fﬂ]]'lt
[:f"l me nlbl“ COVETS I..'I.I:I th:‘lr 511.1 Te T ."Idd i l:lﬂ"".E'l “F ﬂ.'i"i':] Inter-
estingly. though, nothing on the bike was sent out for plating
all that's chrome came that way from the various aftermarket
vendors. Dirto for the polished aluminum components.

Th rmlgl‘luul‘ the build, the :rngim: never came out of the
frame. In fact, apart from a Screamin” Eagle Stage One kir, the
power plant is completely stock. “After riding a sportbike, the
Harley could be faster, but I didn’t want to mess too much
with the reliability,” Kevin says

And it's been a reliable scooter since coming together. He
bought the bike in 2008, and it was early in 2009 when he
visited Myrtle Beach. The bike was apart and back together
for the remainder of that riding season, plus he's added some
16,000 miles riding the roads of Illinois and border-sharing
Wisconsin.

A sportbike it isn't, but a comfort and a pleasure to ride?
Thart's Kevin's Street Glide. MB
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