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The engine is not the only rhumpff on this Chicago custom
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LEX RIVERA’S 2005 HARLEY-DAVIDSON

began life as a Softail Deluxe, and shortly after he

hought the FLSTN Lex became a loyal customer of DD
. Custom Cycles in the Chicago area. Lex is now one of




DDCC’s most enthusiastic employees, and the Softail Deluxe
has turned into the bagger you see here.

"..’l.-"h'!.' a Softail hnggl:r? Well. for one I:i'ling. the chance of see-
ing another on the road is slim to none. Most certainly Lex will
never hear another coming because those bags are crammed full
of ear-piercing stereo gear, "What's big in Chicago right now”
testifies Lex, “is big wheels, big motors, and big stereos.” Inside
the saddlebags you'll find six — count them — Alpine 6” x o°
speakers and a pair of Alpine amplifiers,

Take a look at the crashbar-mounted spotlights and you'll
get another revelation. Those
lights are pointed
the wrong direc-
tion for a reason:
they're positioned to allow this bagger's thun-
dering sound system to entertain the rider
Those twin light buckets are filled with 6-1/2"
speakers pointed right toward the rider. Norice,
too, that there’s no horn on this motoreyele.
None needed.

That sound system is fed by one tiny iPod,
clamped into a custom (of course) bracket on the
custom-stretched DDCC smooth dash. And Lex
loves it. He says, “1 play everything on the
stereo system, from rock to hip-hop, country
to salsa. Everywhere 1 go [ get stopped by
pedestrians, even police asking me how [ get
the bike to sound so good.” '
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The rolling sound system started out as a 2005 Softail Deluxe
FLSTHN. the carbureted version. It didn't stay thae way for long
The bike is Lex's first, but from the get-go he starred making
changes. And the changes have kept happening every year for
the past five. “This bike is never done!” says David Dupor,
DDCCs custom bike guru,

Case in point: The handlebar in the picture represents the
fourth variation on a theme. This particular bar started lite as
a Carlini Design bar, which Dupor shortened, flipped, and
smoothed to remove the dimples, and then he concealed all

the cables, including the hydraulic
line for the clutch.
d Hydraulic clutch?
Yes, thanks w a

Mid-USA hydraulic door operating on the

stock Harley-Davidson clutch components.

The original gas tank was strerched,
smoothed, and contoured to flow with the

lines of the Softail frame. The frame irself was
completely stripped, drilled to provide a home
for elecerical cables, then its welds were
smoothed, and nonessential brackets and lugs
ground off. The same treatment was meted out
to the Softail swingarm before it, and all the
bodywork was sent to Hot Rod Haus in
Trevor, Wisconsin, for a coat of House of
Kolor Pearl. There are no changes to the
stock rake and trail figures though No
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stretch in the frame tubes, either, but the front end was
dropped 2" with a Progressive Suspension lowering kit in the
stock Harley stanchions.

When it comes to color IIJIIES, this bagger pretty much

shines in one of two finishes — White Pearl or chrome. And for
slight contrast there’s wrinkly black paint on the engine, but
that's abourt the only exception. Through all its design changes,
the bike has retained its white finish, because, says Lex, it's what
he loves most about his first motoreyele. “The color is what
makes the bike a standour. I haven't seen any other Harleys that
are Pearl White, including the frame. I had a Lexus thar was
Pearl White, and that's where 1 got the theme.”

The white theme continues on the tires' sidewalls, a rube-filled
90/00 Avon 21-incher up front fitted on the wide 3-1/2" Ride
Wright far 50 rim. An Avon 16-incher lurks under the bagger
bodywork at the rear. The saddlebags were mated to the original
fender modified with custom-made fillers, 6™ of stretch, and
DDCCS own LED taillight and bottom-mount license bracket

The front fender retains much of its original character even
though Dupor filled, smoothed, and extended it by 6”. Brake
calipers are the original Softail Deluxe items, though you'd
never know it because the logos were removed before making
a trip to the chrome shop. Obvious by their absence are han-
dlebar switches, ignition switch, and all
the other electrics you'd expect to see
somewhere. For instance, the elec-
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trical wiring is hidden, the ignition switch was relocated to a
secret !'l_l'd:‘_'qwa}-'l and a {'DUF]_E of swirches in the chromed Road
King nacelle now operate lights and other essential electrical
Ef-ll.lipm::nt: a Batristini starter button fires up the stock TC 88
engine. There were no changes to the motor, although the pri-
mary, transmission, and gearbox were disassembled to check
'F'I'_'II' WEear, 311;:[ 3][ covers sent ufF Ch] ]"..-'[Ef.'l-l{‘f in Fresno,
California, for a coat of chrome.

One thing you are supposed to notice is the ball-milled bil-
let theme extending over the lines of the bike. Floorboards, coil
cover, and saddlebag latches were custom-made by DDCC to
provide a true custom touch, all using the ball-milled approach.

This bagger’s solo seat started out at the beginning of this
never-ending project as a Corbin Classic solo, but — no sur-
prise — it was reupholstered a couple of times. The latest
incarnation reveals faux ostrich hide tailored by Vinrage Stitch
in Salem, Wisconsin. And that seat gets plenty of use: Lex has
ridden more than 30,000 miles on this bagger. He's done so
without any mechanical issues, and he works hard with the

- polishing rags to make sure the all-white bike stays clean,

Let’s leave the last word on this bagger to its owner. *I love
working in this shop. I get a new idea every day. And that can
be bad, or a good thing. The good thing is we can do whatever
we want to this motoreyele. So it's always progressing, getring
updared parts like the footboards and the heel and toe shifter.
We try to make as much as we can in house just so nobody else
will see — or hear — anything like it.” MB

www, MotorcycleBagger.com
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