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ol
ust tor preve everything | know is wrang is m SEEE (T
HWHEI mversu'&a?h"ingﬁmﬁrﬁu:?afn}r #-{1'}
simple, clean painfiob an @ custom bike versus o e
the over-the-top, olten busy paintwork that momy o :._r__d_.""_-"\*
builders [or owners) had swecumbed 1o in recent e

weors. 5o mony bikes 've seen hod beoutiful

lines or infricate machined details that ofen gat

bost in o skull, lome, dregon, or ribal pointiob. \
Somehow they all ended up looking the some 1o
ma, busy, huiiir busy, and ware more like unfla- A
tering comoullage making it hord o see and feel '
the basic shope. | can't dispute or trivialize the
time, efort, and croftsmanshio that went inta thews
complicoted, multi-step, multi-layered finishes, but
wsvally simple was the best and not olten used

approoach,
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Nanetheless, it's time o bockpedal on that
theory as Robert Lopex's 2009 Rood King called
Sin City takes paint to o whole different level of
interest with the wicked fun artwork by rencwned
het rod and bike pointer, Sonny De Palma. | don't
ke if s u|:'::e vibront calor nwl:::ll:ihhbfm
or wholever, int by Sonny makes this bike
ond stands out ﬂ uzuh-uw all the prety radical
customizing going on underneath, -

Robert is not only proud of this painljeb,
but after specking with him about it, | would have
to classify him os being in awe of it and Sonny.
“There's a gentleran that | think should take o lotl
of the eredit for this bike, Sonny De Palma, the
artist on this bike. He pointed a lot of choppers
fnm back in the ‘803 and early ‘90s. When
| this bike, eve waas into Iribal ond
Pamas and stuff. | ma to convince him,
actually he did me o favor, of painting this bike,”
said Robert. “He asked me, "Well what do you want
me lo point?' and | soid, "Whatever you wanl,” so
he got excited ‘cause he's never done o bogger.
He's authorized by Big Ed [Ed “Big Doddy” Roth]
himself to copy tha Rat Fink, tha's what's special
about the bike. Ed was an icon in this indusiry

and paintwise, | dont think anyone would

1.:-;_'.'-
+I- %‘rl

. disagree with me that he's [Sonny] in
il NG lWEW b-;r |'|i'1‘|:.d|:. The: datails
are incredible, The bike's like sushi, you
/ golla acquine o loshe for it. The mora you

s if, the mang Yol lika b, s an hﬂdﬂﬂgﬁ
to the Rat Fink culture bo ma.* That bit about
“autharized” is axacly straight as there's o wrillen
note from Big Daddy on Sonmy's website wwe.
sonnydepalma.com thot says, “Permission lo copy

Rat Fink Road Kin
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RF anytime aonywhera. Be o good dude. Ed “Big

i Roth.” Maybe F'm just @ huge Roth fan (I
con still draw Rat Fink anytime, today
akter learning by copying os a kid), but this Sanny
De Palma artwork on Sin City is :hrpii'-l fun and
thrilling io try and toke it all in.

With all that gushing over paint, it would be
unfortunate ko leave it af that as this Roed King has
bty Fussadd over by Dove Dupor of DD Custom
Cyclas os was Robert's ‘0% Soltail Hypnotic featured
in issue #71 of Barmen's ine. Dove's one
of the rore builders that's busy as busy con be
during hard fimes in the custom industry ond he's
becoming prolific enough 1o challenge the lalian
builder, AGG, for the number one spot of most bike
heahsres ever in Barnet's,

“1 pick the bast people in the industry and |
trust them or | don't. Dave’s chways been
who calls and asks me what | think, but | know he
knows best,” soid Robert, “That's my philosophy,
that's the way | run my business. Ma and Dave lalk
ond | ask him, "What do you think? ond he'll just
tell me siraight, Dove waould rathar do the righr
thing, the right wary, and that's something | respect.”

Thare are probably only two real demands
Robart asks for in @ build, moke it rideable os he
lovis 1o ride the pee out of these “showbikes” end
inshall a kickass sound system. “1 ride em every
du:,l_ | s my bikes, | don’t inailer them. They
wel, they get dirty, and they're gonna gat used,” he
sid ‘Lz-’hi?p this hike was l‘midg bwilt, Rabear pith&d
up a Road King to ride and supercharged that one
just for the hell of it. “My black supercharged bike
hos about 7,000 miles on itand | jursd buughl thal ko
riche whibe | wias getting this one done ” said Robert
loughing ot the absurdity of it. “There's always on
excuse bo buy another bike.”
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Ride Wright Wheels
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ed, chron
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cout af Arahaim
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Wright called me afer sasing some
sichures of my bike ond he loved the
paintjob. He said, ‘Lock m
l:ll.'l' it f'i_."l.‘d'.- Ly e .
and sent these wl ar fo ma,” oK
Bober "'-TI'IIZ.‘}' st leok beoaibd on
thara,*

Ride Wright's Fat Doddy 50-spoke
whaesls are ane hat custom ilem these
days and there are quite a few good
reasons why. Obvicusly the look is off
the hook with 50 very fof (3/8° thickl]
:h;nh:s-, :.Pr,:llu...-.- |1.1|1rr-||‘|g uruighr ol
ol the hub in o radial-loced patharn.
Rodiol means there's no crossing-cver of
spokes like in o roditiona! pattern and
that gives new opportunities for looks.
Ride Wright offers these in not only
with choice of spokes {round, fwisted,
or diamand cuf], but you can oho
pick a color {mix and maith as you
\ desire) for hubs, nipples, rims, and
spokes oo, See for yourself on their
) wibsite i i
- where you can moke a virhal wheel
and phery with the colors fo your hearts
~ conftent, ¢r call 71 4—:#32'3;; for info.
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He's going to be riding that black FLHR a bit longer as he's meking changes to the finished product

you see here. “T'm buying o El'lring for it, lowering the bars, and putting a 23" wheal on the front, then
I'm going to supercharge it. Irs the cheapest way fo increase horsepower,” said Robart adding with o
|un§."‘|‘m a businessman, don'l forget that, at the end of the day.”

- Buck Monning
Photos by Doa Kates

Builder: Robert Loper

an Miomian Robert Lopez gets into

something, he goes both feet hirst, "It

th Ty | l.I'H.HJ“':f rju- Phing; in ||'|:¢."" hc
saicd with o lough. A very sweeatshul business-
mon and pretty laid back guy, considering he's
having the fime of his life in the custom world of
Harleys. “I got inbe bikes a couple of yeors ago
I've abways liked ‘am, but with the business and
mr}-ihinﬂ, | wens iml ﬁ'-":':rw"lnlml;:d "ll'urlm;'n | gn:ul'
ong, | tlound out | could relax on it ond it was
something | could do with my kids so | storted
building bikes to go o shows and to ride,” he
saiel. “We've been knocking everybody deed
with this bike. You know what, my biggest
therapy is when | get the people wha come aver
and ask aboul my bikes. 've won every show
[Er e i, bsist I’ past that, Fm not oven
antering shows anymare, | think i's batter whan
somebody just really oppreciates your bike and
they come ond lalk to you about it. It's Aamer-
ing. A lot of humble pecple ride Harleys and
I‘I‘lfr}-' COME up and lhaj-"'“ say, Hey, if r::lu'rl! in
Konsos you con abways stay ab aur hamea * This
is incredible. That's something |'ve never saen
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in my life. Coming from Miami, nobody ever
invitas you 1o their hame, especially if they just
met you. It doesn’t matter who you are, you
show up on a Harley and it's like o fomily. That's
whait it's all about ™

As for as working with Dave Duper, Robert said,
"Wa've been doing business for over o year, the
third bike, and | never actually met him until o
couple of months ago. Fve got nothing but great
things to say about him. If there's anybody that
deserves o lol of respedt, it's him.*

o "":n Far infa an DD Cushorns visit
weww. ddcustomeycle.com ar
coll B47-356-8053.
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