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NICK GEIGER'S LATEST
ride has the best of both worlds.
According to the Illinois-based
auto technician, his 2012 Road
Glide is a marriage of every-
thing chopper and bagger —
maybe we need a new genre
name here. Chogger, anyone? Nah, that
doesn’t have a pleasant ring to it. Bopper?

- That might be worse. Regardless. count on
this: Nick’s machine is a fine example of what
happens when an opportunity presents itself.
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Nick’s been motorcycling since he bought a Sportster when
he turned 18 years old. He grew up around Harley-Davidsons
because his dad, Steve, is a Milwaukee-iron riding man. Nick
progressed from a Sportster to a Softail, and then an old
chopper that originally began life as airbrush maestro Mike
Learn's calling card.

Enter Nick's friend Dave Dupor of DD Custom Cycle LLC
in Lake Villa, llinois. When Nick wanted a one-off exhaust
for his Softail, Dave built him a custom 2-into-1. When Nick
b-nughr Learn's chopper, he sent it to Dave for freshening up.
That progression led to Nick spotting his first r: adical
bagger while visiting Dave s
shop. That bagger had a
large front wheel, and
Nick liked what he saw. “I
thought choppers
and baggers were
precry cool,” Mick
recalls. “Back in 2006
and 2007, when | had
the Softail, 217 front
wheels were the b:ig thing.
Then, just as Dave was fin-
ishing my chopper, I saw a
guy with a 26" on a Road
King It was a chopper and a
b;lggc-r rolled into one, and that
really opened my eyes.”

1) | e e o A e o N TR Rick Geiger
Builder: ...............c.ooe.... DD CustomCyches, Dave Dupor, Laka illa, IL
Year/model: ................. 2012 Harley-Davidson FLTRX Road Glide Custom
Powdercoater: .................. Diave Steg, CPC Powdes Coating, Crest Hill, IL

. William Christman, The Sign Shop of Racne, Radine, W1/
Gaey Barbiesi Jr. bodywork and maolding, Moms, IL
_Harley Mirage Orange Pearl with custom siltver airbrushed skulls

ENGINE/TRANSMISSION
[ et e e R T 2012 Harley-Davidson
Bl a0 g L N e e Harley-Davidson
10 e RS SRR A L S T E s 103"
Homsepamer=r s e d e et 9
b i i e e e LRl e g T Stock
PRI e e e e e e L Stock
R e e S e s 3 o o e Stock
CARRE o L R e i e e e g, e Stock
3 el B B R Fuel injected with Power Commander 5
[T A R el i T Performance Machine Super Gas
BN st e e Dirty Bird Concepls Up Yours 2-into-1
lgnition: . ceerr o o.. Harley-Davidson with Power Commander ¥
l.'ﬂlnmn ....................................................... Stock
R GO L e e el il Rodand Sands Designs
[ e R e s S S ook powdercnated
| e R b e e 200 Harley-Davidson six-spoed
B TR e Stock
s vevesrness . Hydrattic chulch
... ....... Performance Machine
e ... Stock chain
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MNick’s chopper was finished in 2010. He rode it for a cou-
ple of years until he sold it to fund the purchase of a new 2012
Harley- Davidson FLTRX Road Glide, “That gave me the
opportunity to start fresh,” Nick says.

After the odometer read some 500 miles, Nick put the
Road Glide in his garage to strip it down, leaving the motor
and transmission in the frame. Because his friend Dave Steg
owns CPC Powder {.:l'l-.'t'l.il'l.g. Nick rook full nl:l"-'imtilgnl‘ of the
opportunity to bake on some finishes. A fan of the Perform-
ance Machine Black Ops line of components, Nick decided to

powdercoat his stock H-D transmission and engine
side covers, rocker boxes,
pushrod tubes, floor-
board supports, and a
bucketful of nuts and bolts,
among other bits
and pleces. In
total, his friend
Dave powdercoated
172 pieces in a black
finish that’s a close
match o PM’s Black
Ops luster.
With all of the pow-
dercoated engine hardware
back on the Road Glide, Nick
loaded the still stripped-down
bike into the back of his mom’s

CHASSIS
T e b St P M e 2012 Harley-Davidsan FLTRX
Rl ol &4 degrees; 9 degrees in neck and 9 degrees in ripée frees
L7 1 T e L R G I
R s e e i e e Hawa Halters Inc
Nols e Progressive Suspension spring Kit, P cowbells
o | A SRR e i T R Stock
Fromtwheek ..............c.cceeveeee Performance Machine Paramount 26
Rearwheel: ..................... Performance Machine Paramount 5.50 - 18"
Froed bt o L AR e, Stock dual four-piston alipers
[ T e BN L T P e e E Stock four-piston caliper
Fronl B e R R Monster Vee Rubber 26"
Rearfiecs o e A e e Avon Cobra 180/55-18"
T e e e S R e R e Fat Katz
g T R R A e e L e DD Custom Cygla
ACCESSORIES
Hoadlight s t0ors: o Harley-Davidson with Paul Yaffe SCOOWL bezel
TR A s o s e A R L e S e Custom Dynamics
Feltaie L T e e e e Haflewﬂavidsm
Handlebars: .......... D0 Custorn Cycle Ghost. bars; internal wiring and cables
T A R S e D AR e T Shock
7 R s A R L Dran Specalties
11 R e e ey Wy T Fat Baggers Inc.
[iconso bradkels: o s T e Custor Dynamics
S R e R Performance Machine
ORI .. Performanca Maching
Paotconirolts Lo St e e R Performance Machine
o e e e RS R T Harley-Davidson (V0
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minivan for the trip to Dave Dupor’s shop.
Unee ensconced at DD Custom Cycles, Dave
0L 10 work n:utting the stock H-D neck, Emﬁ-
ing in its place a Paul Yafte 9-degree Chop
Your Neck kit for a 26" front wheel. Fork tubes
were extended 2” and bolted into Hawg Hal-
ters Custom Short Neck 9-degree trees. The
fork internals were upgraded with Progressive
Suspension spring kits, the lower legs are stock,
and the cowbells are also PM.,

Gracing the modified fork is a set of Dave
Dupor’s Ghost bars finished with Renthal
grips, PM Torque mirrors, and CVO Road
Glide hand controls. The CVO controls
allowed Nick to convert to hydraulic clutch.

— Braking is provided by stock calipers — pow-
dq_n:nmc[ black, of course — to match the PM Paramount
rotors and 26" wheel. Hugging the Vee Rubber Monster tire
is a metal Far Katz fender cut and trimmed to perfection by
Dave. The stock fairing helps chear the wind, but it’s been
modified with a Paul Yaffe SCOOWL extension, and Gary
Barbieri Jr. molded the windshield for it.

AVE LEFT THE REAR SUSPEMSION STOCK BUT HEAVILY
modified the steel rear fender with welded-on filler
panels. He also boxed in the license plate and added a
Custom Dynamics taillight and tag mount. Saddle-
bags are stock with 37 Bad Dad extensions. Nick says he likes
the clean look of a bagger without exhaust cutaways in fender
and bags, so Dave obliged and installed a Dirty Bird Concepts
Up-Yours 2-into-1 header and baffle system,

Gas tank and side covers are stock — down to the H-D
Mirage Orange Pearl paint. “There are so many baggers out
there with extended tanks and covers, I wanted this one to
look stock from the side with the exception of the stretched
bags,” Nick says of his customizing decision. The Mirage
Orange Pearl wasn't a stock color for 2012, bur it was for the
2009 model year. Nick shopped on eBay, where he found the
parts for sale as new take-offs.

Atop the tank rests a low-profile cover from Fat Baggers
Inc., and the two-up Predator seat is direct from Drag Spe-
cialties’ vast inventory. Tunes are important to Nick, so he
kept the stock head unit, bur added four JL Audio Type R
6-1/2" speakers and a | L Audio XD400X4 amp

While the bike may look slightly stock when viewed from
the side, it’s the custom paint on the front fender, fairing,
dash, bag lids, and rear fender thar set it apare. Nick's body
man Gary Barbieri Jr. prepped the tins, including splashing on
the primer for final paint. Gas tank and side covers are stock,
remember, but William Christman of The Sign Shop of
Racine in Wisconsin, sprayed matching orange top coat to the
rest of the pieces before airbrushing skulls and the factory
black-and-gold-striped tank graphic to tic it all together.
With Dave taking care of the final assembly, Nick says his
ride was ready in abour five months. He initially took a few
short trips to shake things out, but then started adding up the
miles. “1 built it to ride, not to show. I'll ride it to work, on
poker runs, or just about anywhere,” Nick says. “In my opin-
ion it rides better than a stock bike. Going down the express-
way it feels smooth and comfortable, and ['ve got no regrets.

It looks like a chopper but has the utility of a bagger — the
best of two worlds.” MB
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