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OME GUYS JUST CAN T LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Bob Closson is one of those people.

In 2009, Bob started a routine. He'd buy a
bagger and ride the stock motorcycle two-up to
Sturgis with his wife, Shannon. Then, over the
winter, he'd turn the bike over to bagger guru

Dave Dupor of DD Custom Cycle for a custom makeover.
The following year, when the custom bagger was finished,
Bob and Shannon hit the road. He's done that twice, and both
times, quicker than he liked, he was offered good money for
the finished project. He, of course, sold both times.

The third time around, Bob bought a stock 2013 FLTR
Road Glide that, as you guessed, he and Shannon rode to

Sturgis. This time, though, he
wasn't going to go for the all-
out CUStom treatment upon
their return. He says he was
just going to make a couple of
simple little changes. "1 was
going to keep it real low key

Bob tells us. “And I told

other people that, too, But I
was forced to eat my words.”

How did thare h.'tppﬂﬂ,
Bob?

“[Custom wheel builder]
Doug McGoon of MAD
Wheels was on Facebook, and
he put up a note about a new
wheel he was Eﬂing to make”

Bob explains. “1 sent him a note back via Facebook and told
him [ was interested in the new wheel. He asked if I was going
to build a new bike, and I told him it was going to be keprt low
key, and that Dave Dupor was going to put it together.”

That clinched the deal, and the new MAD 26" Christopoly
front wheel, along with a 17 MAD Smoothie rear, were on
their way to Dave’s shop. Bob later dropped off his Road
Glide, and the build commenced with a cut and rake job to
accommodate the larger front wheel. Dave used a 9-degree
Paul Yaffe neck block and installed HHI trees to anchor the
front fork tubes. Dave added his own DD Custom Cycele
Ultimate Air Ride suspension system to each fork leg, and
Arlen Ness Torpedo legs hold the wheel, A Fat Katz Laredo

FL-style front fender covers
the Vee Rubber tire.

Dave also added his Ulti-
mate Air Ride system to the
back end and installed a Martt
Risley Innovation electric
centerstand. Then Dave
mocked up the rest of the
bagger with some off-the-
shelf fiberglass pieces, includ-
ing a rear fender and bags
and lids. “The quality was re-
ally poor, and it just looked
like plastic,” Dave says. °1
wasn't happy with how it
looked and neither was Bob.”

Steel is real, and Dave is

OWHNER: Bob Classon

BUILDER: Dave Dupor/00D Custorm Cycle

YEAR/MODEL: 2013 ELTR Road Glide

CHROMER: Mecle: Metal Finishing, Frasnd, Co

POLISHER: Meclec Metal Finishing

: mw'nEncmnEn: Lo-Ko Performance Coating, Oak Lawn, IL

PAINTERS: Mike Ellul/Mick Eliul, MNK Custom Works,
Makena, IL; Jim Ross, Letters,
Lines and Designs, Lansing, IL

COLOR: Customn blend of House of Kolor Cobalt
Bluas and flakes, Paarl White

ENGINE: 2013 Harley-Davidson 103"

BUILDER: Harley-Davidson

DISPLACEMENT: 103"

HORSEPOWER: 100

EF: Shock

AlIR CLEAMER: Performance Machine

EXHAUST: DD Custom Cycle T+

IGNITION: Power Commander V

CAM COVER: Farformance Machina

TRANSMISSION: 2013 Harley-Davidson

PRIMARY DRIVE: Chain

FRAME: 2013 FLTR

RAKE: 44 degrees

STRETCH: 2" frant

FORKS: Arler Nass lowers, HHI treaes

DD Custom Cwelé Liltirnate air System
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REAR SUSPENSION

FRONT WHEEL:
REAR WHEEL:
FRONT BRAKE:
REAR BRAKE:
FRONT TIRE:
REAR TIRE:
FROMT FENDER:
REAR FENDER:
SADDLEBAGS:

HEADLIGHT:
TAILLIGHT:
FUEL TAMNE:
HAHDLEBARS:
RISERS:

SEAT:

PEGS:

SPEEDD:

DASH:

LICEMSE BRACKET:
MIRRORS:

HAND CONTROLS:
FOOT CONTROLS:
LEVERS:
WINDSHIELD:
HORM:

Legends/ DD Custom Cycle Ulterate
air system

26" MAD Christopdly

17" MAD Sroothie

HHI six-piston caliper

Brembo four-piston caliper

Ves Rubiber 120/50-26"

Ayon 200/45-17"

Fat Katz

0D Custarmn Cycle All Steel

DD Custom Cycle Tripla Scallop

Harley-Davidson Daymaker

oD Custam Cyele Plasma Rods

Stack, DD Custom Cycle

Sallistic Relaxer/ DD Custorm Cycle Ghost

Harley-Davidsan

DD Customn Cycle/Dave Wermske Vintage
titch, Chicago. IL

JH Choppers and Machine

Mulmage painted gauges/LED

DD Custom Cycle

Faul Yaffe

Faul Yatte

Harley-Davedson

JH Choppers and Machine

Stock, DD Custam Tycle

Sinistar

Parformance Machine Scallop cover
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famous for his quality metalwork, so naturally he prefers to
build using steel. With the fiberglass pieces given the thumb's
down, Bob told Dave to do what he does best: go full custom
and stick with metal.

W, AVE GOT STARTED MODIFYING A STOCK HARLEY -
.~ | Davidson rear fender. He stripped it to raw metal,
| * 1 then TIG-welded into place his hand-formed,
Y 16-gauge sheet steel extension and filler panels to
create a long, symmetrical look. Up front, Dave hung a
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HMotorcycleBagger.com



VooDoo Bikeworks chin spoiler with a custom-made invisible
mount. Dave created his own seat pan and shaved the foam
before sending it to Dave Wermske of Vintage Stitch in
Chicago for a black leather cover with some rivets for derail.

The fiberglass bags were kept as they were for the time being

0 AVE CUSTOMIZED THE STOCK HARLEY-DAVIDSOM

- metal gas tank by forming 16- uge steel to scallop the
& T sides and extend its flanks ro How into the seat. While

0 afan of steel, Dave will use fiberglass to make pieces

such as a dash or side covers. Dave made the dash bue the side

covers are Flare from Top Shop.

The fairing has a molded Sinister Industries windshield
and Yafte Scoowl extension to shade the H-D Daymaker
headlights. The inner fairing features gauges with the faces
painted by Nulmage Components of Riverside, California,
and toggle swirches that operate the air ride system.

To better show off the Ballistic Relaxer handlebars, Dave

‘Ialememed his Ghost system thart traces all wires and lines,

ncluding hydraulic brake and clutch controls, internally

R
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through the bar tubes. Hand controls are chromed H-D
items, but Dave removed the balls from the lever ends and
drilled the blades with holes to mimic the appearance of the
front wheel.

The stock engine had only a few miles on it before Dave
added $&5 5517-lift cams and Covington Panhead-style
rocker box covers. The cam cover is from Performance
Machine's Scallop line, but Dave’s added his own DD Custom
emblem. Exhaust gases flow through Dave's GT-1 2-into-1
custom chrome tubes that merge into a massive flat-black
side exit tip that was ceramic-coated by Lo-Ko Performance
Coating, He doesn’t mass-produce this exhaust system; each
one is a one-off piece of art. All motor hardware is 12-point
stainle

The exhaust note competes against a massive audio
that’s packed with four JL Audio 6 1/2" speakers up tront, two
JL 6 1/2” speakers in the bag lids and a pair of 8" subwooters
in the bags themselves. The sound originates from a JL

XD700/5 amplifier and Alpine CDE-148BT stereo
with Bluetooth connectivity.

ITH THE HEAVY STUFF OUT OF THE WAY,
Dave dropped the bike off at MNK Custom
where Nick Ellul works with his dad, Mike.
Remember the bags? Nick took one look at the
saddlebags with their single scallop and said they needed an-
other scallop to march the g gas tank. In the beginning Bob had
said no to two things: adding a second scallop and including
racing stripes in the paint sc heme. When Nick and Mike were
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done with the bagger, Bob had them both. It was Jim Ross of
Letters Lines & Designs who applied the racing stripes. By the
time the paint had dried, thoug zh, Eub said, “1 trust Dave's
INSTiNCts, at |'! 1'|"|1L bike looks .'n:I'I.:I.J.-"L:II.i,.,

Right now, Be b has no plans to sell this, his third bag;
Instead, he and Shannon are set to participate in a E1LI1!1]:I-"J H|
local charity events, poker runs, and longer tours w ith the
bike. “It has to be built to use,” he says. “I don’t want the rear
fender dragging, and I don’t want to be bouncing down the
street. We puta few things in the bags and we'll go hundreds
of miles. If You can't ride a o ‘r'n.']'l.'l[ Can Yol ride?” MB
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