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Harley, Indian, And Victory
Fairless Takes Them On

2016 HD Switchhack
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B HOTTEST
CUSTOM IRON

60 BREAKING
THE MOLD
Bobbing a Breakout

B DEPARTMENTS

STAFF BOX 1,14
SHIFTING GEARS 18
TAKING AIM 20
QUOTED & NOTED n
HARLEY HERITAGE u
SCRATCHING & WONDERING %
il o 18
WIDEETS 103
CPLEMART 18
© g 1o
RS n

B MOTORCYCLE
BAGGER

46 DARK SIDE
ROAD GLIDE -
Darth Vader meets Robocop

B RIDDEN &
REVIEWED

522016 H-D DYNA
| SWITCHBACK
Think of tt as two bikes

i One

722016 INDIAN
SCOUT SIXTY
The same, only different,
as the Scout

100 [YNX WATER-

| PROOF BOOTS
Neither dleet, nor snow,
nor full day of riding in
the rain ...
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101 CYNTUR
JUMPERPACK
MINI

A bigh power battery pack
that bas enough juice to
slart anything!

102 ARAI DEFIANT
HELMET
I wsed the Defiant all last

riding season and loved it!
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“"':",,__q HEN BUILDING A CUSTOM with the NFL star s[jen{“ng more than a few hours ]1&111ging
bagger tor a tormer NFL p]a}-'{'.r‘ out in the DDCC shop. He was in awe wutching Dave turn

who's 6'3", known for his mas- raw steel into smooth, flowing curves. In fact, it was while
sive biceps, and has the nick- watching Dave pounding and shaping a custom one-off, all-
name RoboCop, there's no way steel gas tank and matching side covers for a customer’s bike
the end result can be anything that Jim's bike eventually came to be.

but powerful and intimidating. Here's the backstory: the tank and side covers were used
As evidenced h:l,' this sinister on a Road Glide that eventually won a

prestigious bike show in Sturgis. But

after the ﬂhr:uw, the hi!-:e owner wanted to
go 1n a dirfer['nl L]i[‘t:f.‘.tim]. S0 I,}I{-:

tank and side covers

R blacked-out Road
D Cide. Dave
Dupor of DD Custom Cycle (DDCC)
did a hell of a job creating a bike
that's a perfect match for the
stature of the hard-hitting, former

= ]

[

M
= :_é}

Chicago Bears tight end Jim
Thornton.

Living in the same town —
Lake Villa, Illinois — and
attending many of the same
.I'.]ikf 'E"'.L"l‘.l.l'.":-. [-)ﬂ."nlfﬂ .-.i.]'l(_[ -_]i]'r_[
crossed paths several years
ago. Jim was fascinated by the AR, NN -
crisp, clean lines and attention to il .
detail of Dave’'s bikes, and soon
enough the two became friends,
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found residence on a shelf == Diave’s :'-hnp. Sometime later,

Jim decided to sell his own customized Ultra, and the new
vacancy in his garage prompted Jim to ask Dave about
building a bagger. Dave oblizec, and as they discussed what
Jim wanted, the waylaid custom gas tank and side covers
“Watching the thought process and actual fabrication that
went into that tank and the side covers was really cool,” Jim
recalls. “I'm not a fan of the stock Road Glide, but I really

L

like how they look when Dave gets finished with them, and
[ thought that tank and side covers looked good on a Road
Glide, so that's the direction we went.”

About that same time, Jim scored a good deal on a mildly

customized 2010 Road Glide. Without giving 1t a

:‘_;EL'U[U_] E}]DUE'Ell, ]".It." Tll;_'.l-lgﬁﬂr. 'I.I.'".I:'
where 1t was completely

stripped down.
The next order of busi-
ness was to cut off the
neck to make way
for a Paul Yaffe
‘:.Lclegt'cc neck kit.
Dave welded it in

place betore adding

bike onto Dave’s shop lift

e e
e
—
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a set of Hawg Halters Inc. (HHI) 9-degree trees. Next, the
fork legs’ internals were modified to accommodate a DDCC
Custom Ultimate Air System. The front end’s new dimen-
sions allow for a 26" black and machine-cut FTD wheel
with a Vee Rubber tire.

Jim wanted the in-the-bike feel, so DDCC incorporated
a drop-seat into the frame. That has lowered the bike’s cen-
ter of gravity by positioning the seat 3" closer to the ground.
However, to achieve l:l‘u: Iil'l-l'l'lt.-f"-"r".'t'.t'.tlﬁ. 1::::::|~: when p&t‘l{crl, the
stock swingarm and 16" wheel were retained and teamed
with a set of Legend Air Ride shocks controlled by DDCC's
own air ride management system.

When it came to adding definition to the bike, Jim
wanted a traditional FL-style fender up front; a Roaring
Toyz unit fits the bill perfectly. Additional bodywork in-

cluded moditying the stock inner fairing to hold a double
din head unit before topping it with a Sinister
chopped windshield. And remem-
ber that jettisoned
gas tank? It was
ceremoniously
placed over the
frame's back-

bone. That

e T R -t
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hand-shaped, all-steel tank features performance-style vent-
ing its flanks for a more aggressive look. The entire unit was
fabricated to low perfectly into the bike's drop-seat section
and matching side covers.

The side covers were a challenge because they had origi-
nally been designed to work with Arlen Ness saddlebags.
Jim really likes the swooped look of John Shope'’s Top
Shelf bags and rear fender setup though, so Dave spent a
considerable amount of time cutting and reworking the side
covers to seamlessly fit with the Top Shelf rear section. To
the untrained eye, the overall effect between the tank and
side covers makes it look as though air flows through the
front tank vents and out the side cover vents.

As for the engine, the DDCC crew
pulled its top end apart
to make way for a
S&S big-bore kit
that humps
displacement to
106". Before re-
assembling the engine, the
cylinders and heads were
spruced up with H-D
D‘range pﬂwdercnating and
fins. For the blacked-out look,
the gearcase, trans, and primary
received gloss black covers. Once
the engine was set in the frame, Dave
installed a Screamin” Eagle Heavy

Breather air cleaner and one of his GT-1 2-into-1 titanium-
T'_:'.'"E': exhaust systems.

Omnce the mock-up was complete, the bodywork was
handed over to Dennis Cook for a black base coat with
reabistnic flames flowing around black tribal work. Final
assemb iE‘lLlUdEb the installation of DDCC Ghost Bars,

i Tj I:la'-, maker headlights, Arlen Ness Deep Cut foot con-
trols and floorboards, and a custom diamond-stitched seat
from Vi mtage Suatch. OF course, the G Jde ]md to be ﬂutﬁlted
with a screaming audio system, so Dave installed an Alpine
head unit, JL Audio amp, four 6-1/2" mids, two super
tweeters, two 6" x 9"s, and a 12" sub in the chopped Tour-
Pak. A good bike should be heard as well as seen.
When Jim saw the completed bagger
for the first time, he stood
speechless in Dave's
shop. Finally after
Chicago’s winter
snow thawed, Jim
- was able to cele-

/brate by knocking down
/ several long rides on the
bike. He really put the bagger
tl‘n'ﬂugh its paces, thuugh, in
Sturgiﬂ where he rode more than
900 miles in four days. He proba-
bly could have logged more miles
had people refrained from stopping him
to check out the menacing bike. AIM

Owner:

Builder:
Year/model:

Time to build:
Polisher/chromer:
Powdercoater:
Coating Painter:
Colors:

POWERPLANT
Engine:
Builder:

Displacement:
Power:
(ases:
Cylinders:
Pistons:
Heads:

Air cleaner:
Exhaust:

(am cover:
Transmission:
(ase:

Gears:
Clutch:

CHASSIS

Frame;
Rake:
Mods:

Jim Thornton

Dave Dupor, DD Custom Cycle, Lake Villa, IL (DDCC)
2010 Harley-Davidson Road Glide Custom

Five months

Meclec Metal Finishing, Fresno, CA

J&J Powder

Dennis Cook

Vivid Black and H-D Orange

2010 Harley-Davidson Twin CGam
DD Custom Cycle

106"

100 hp 126 ft-lbs.
Harley-Davidson

S&S Cycle

S&S Cycle

Harley-Davidson
Harley-Davidson

DD Custom Cycle GI-1 2-into-1
Roland Sands Design

2010 Harley-Davidson six-speed
Harley-Davidson
Harley-Davidson
Harley-Davidson hydraulic

2010 Harley-Davicson Road Glide
44 degrees
Yaffe 9-degree neck/HHI 9-degree trees
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Stretch:
Front forks:
Rear suspension:
Front wheel:
Rear wheel:
Front brake:
Rear brake:
Front tire;
Rear tire:
Front fender:
Rear fender;
Saddlebags:

ACCESSORIES
Headlight:

Taillight:

Fuel tank:

Handlebars;
Seat:

Pegs:
Speedo:
Dash:

License bracket:
Mirrors:

Foot controls:
Windshield:
Radio:

Amps:
Speakers:

2

Harley-Davidson/DDCC Ultimate Air
Legend Air Suspension shocks/DDCC Ultimate Air
FID Customs Nightmare 26"
Harley-Davidson 16"

Hawa Halters Inc. six-piston caliper
Harley-Davidson Brembo

Vee Rubber 26"

Dunlop 180/55R-16"

Roaring Toyz

DDCC Sinister Top Shelf

DDCC Sinister Top Shelf

Harley-Davidson Daymaker
Paul Yaffe's Bagaer Nation
DDCC

DDCC Ghost Bars

DDCC seat pan/Vintage Stitch
Arlen Ness

Nu Image

Paul Yaffe's Bagger Nation
DDCC Sinister

Drag Spedialties

Arlen Ness

DDCC Sinister Industries
Alpine INE-900

JL Audio XD600/6 and XD750/1
Alpine/Audiopipe eight speakers,
12" sub in Tour-Pak
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